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MOUNTAIN VIEW — As [ drove to
the Googleplex to meet Trungram Gyaltrul
Rinpoche, | was pretty sure 1 was headed
to that place where worlds collide,

[ mean, the Rinpoche, as he's called, was a
Buddhist teacher; a lama; a man of calm, in-
trospection, meditation and deliberation — a
deep breather who lives his life ing for
self-actualization and helping others in their
Journey toward the same. And Google, well
Google is the frenetic poster company for
Silicon Valley frenzy and its relentless drive
toward tomorrow; the hyper-connected,
h{ﬁﬂdnetie corporation with its handsina
million different businesses and an outfit that
never, ever, looks back.

But [ can report that no heads
no flames erupted, and in fact, we had a
visit in the courtyard of the Googleplex
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. ATERCLIRY MEWS PHOTO RULLS TRATEOM: LIPS CHabiG S TAR
Tibetan lama Trungram Gyaltrul Rinpoche visited Google in Mountain View. He also swung by Facebook during his trip to Silicon Valley,

that was, well, peaceful. It was no aceident
that the Rinpoche had come to the capital
of chaos to increase his enlightenment.
Silicon Valley, he explained, is incredibly
influential in our everyday lives and anyone
who wants to understand how we're living
today, better understand Silicon Valley.
*What I'm doing,” the Rinpoche told me,
“is more of an exploration. I'm trying to ex-
lore how things are working. What does it
k like? What are people thinking? What
are people trying to do In this tech valley?”
Yeah, thoughtful puy. It's kind of an
oceupational hazard. Trungram Gyaltrul,
who was born in India of Nepalese parents,

was recogmized as the reincarnation of a
revered teacher when he was a baby. His

See CASSIDY, Page 6
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Tibetan lama enlightened by visit to Google, Facebook

"At Google
I found
theyTe
more
interested
in wisdom.
They want
to search
inside
oneself”

— Triogram
Gyaltrul Rinpoche



E6 BAYAREANEWS GROUP 111 SUNDAY, JUNE 30, 2013
Fs -
o -I" " =
g Continued from Page 1

cal for early stage investors to listen and keep learning
from the entrepreneurs they back. The pressure is im-
mense; you can either be crushed by it or prosper. The
bonds formed during those times are incredibly impor-
tant to me.
‘ﬁﬂm}: kinds of pitches are you looking for right
now?
A obile. Mobile. Mobile. Did I mention mohile?
Seriously though, the opportunity cost for me
makes it hard to get excited beyond mobile. I always try
to remain open-minded, though the probabilities of per-
suading me to invest outside of mobile are low.

[ am most interested in great entrepréneurs who are
leveraging the scale and ubiquity of mobile to disrupt
a large market. Areas for mobile disruption [ am cur-
| rently exploring are education and hcgi‘& care.

What's the biggest mistake entrepreneurs make?

Too often, we can confuse motion or hype with
progress. { Enfrepreneurs need to) measure real
progress and talk about what is not working.
Internally, remember that problems are opportuni-
ties, and platitudes are not to be trusted. Externally,
don't get distracted from the mission that led you to
start this thing in the first place.
- Also remember to have fun along the way and try to
- ' . stay healthy.

What's the next big thing going to be?
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A e are still very early in the transformation to
mobile-first services. There are plenty of real-lime
innovations and disruptions to come. Mobile will grab
a biiger and bigger share of actual commerce in the
brick-and-mortar world.
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Tibetan lama Trungram Gyaltrul Rinpoche recently visited with employees at Google in Mountain View. On the back end, we will need breakthroughs in an-
: ticipatory computing, so we can meet the escalating
: - d not as rich and real as the face-to-face who enthusiastically agreed — for demands of users and give them contextually relevant
CHSSI y connection, but who's to say? mstanee Duane, who's a learning and services that make a difference in their daily lives.
: St The Rinpoche spent five days in development manager at the search A little farther out, I'm excited abut the opportunity -
Continued from Page I the valley, visiting with employees at  company. for cheaper, ubiquitous sensors and the services they
Google and Facebook and talking to _ “I'think about the suppesed ten- may eventually enable. _
next stop was a monastery, the first ~ organizers at Wisdom 2.0, an organi-  sion between the two,” Duane says of It's been just over 10 years since eBay bought Pay-
step on an scholastic career that zation working on ereating beneficial tech and mindfulness, “and [ don't see Pal, an event that made possible the rise of Linke-
ended with a Harvard doctorate in connections through technology. Let’s  it. I frame it as, how dowe have awise | din, Tesla, Yelp, Facebook, YouTube, SpaceX, Palantir,
Tibetan and Himalayan studies. So,  just say he was something of a hit. relationship with our tools and with ... Did you have any inkling when vou made that first
in some ways he fit right in with the “He's an interesting guy,” says Bill  tools that have sueh a high potential mvestment that it was going to change Silicon Valley?
brainiacs at Google, who've been Duane, one of the Google employees  for E;:od»‘ A Indirectly. I believed Peter Thiel and Max Levehin
known to flirt by asking, “What's your  who met with the Rinpoche. *There d wouldn't you know it? It turns were extraordinary people, who in turn hired
advanced degree? certainly aren't too many Nepalese out that two of the valley’s most sue- | some of the most insanely smart and driven folks one
And as we talked, I learned that monks with Ph.D.s from Harvard cessful companies provide an ideal - could imagine. I'm not surprised by their successes.
the nonstop culture of Google and floating around, who come to have meta}!:uh;:r for the very foundation of | However, I am in awe of what Elon Musk is doing
Silicon "u’a]i)e;.r and the Buddhist lunch with Google." Buddhist teachings — wisdom and | right now. For one person to simultaneously disrupt
culture that the Rinpoche is working And yet it's surprising it doesn't compassgion. Buddhists like to de- such large and important markets has to be unprec-
to spread across the Western world  happen more often. Google, you see, i scribe each as a wing, explaining that edented.
intersected in many more waysthan  mindful of more than just the bottom vou need two wings to fly. What one company in your eurrent portfolio has
| had imagined. You could say the ling. For years the company has offered  “At Google I found they’re more the potential to be as transformative as PayPal?
Rinpoche opened my mind. an on-campus course called “Search interested i wisdom. They want to A actually strive to meet this bar with every
h sure, he said, there is plenty Inside Yourself,” launched by Chade-  search inside oneself,” the Rinpoche investment. But the immediately obvious answer
that modern technology candishup  Meng Tan, who started at Google as sz, “Then I went to Facebook and is Waze. (Note: This interview was conducted shortly
to obstruct mindfulness and aware-  an engineer and whose job description  their interest is related to compas- before Google agreed to buy the social mapping app for
ness of the moment. “For example,”  now reads, “to enlighten minds, open sitn, the other important point. $1.1 billion.)
says Rinpoche, dressed in a simple hearts, create world peace.” They're more about social network- The team is immensely talented and driven. They
maroon robe and elutching a smart- They think big. ing and friendships.” completely disrupted the old notions of map creation,
phone, “if you look around you can Speaking of which, the Rinpoche, Sounds like the makings of the and they're now redefining this critical interface at the
find people sitting around fables, two  in one short visit, quickly grasped the  perfect corporate merger — at least if | exact right time for mobile consumers. Waze maps are
people sitting together to talk to each  valley's mindfulness potential. He's yu1 consider eternal happiness to be now real time, and soon they will be much more social
other, but each one iz holding a cell- a man who uses a cellphone, laptop, anacceptable return on investment. and informative in a way that will improve our lives.
phone and actually not talking to the  the Internet and has a Facebook page It is a true pleasure to work with such talented people.
person next to them, but to someone  (who doesn't); and he doesn't buy the  Cméqet Mike Cassidy at meassidy@ S 3
else far away.” notion that technology and mindful-  mwrenrynews.com or 408-920- Read Elevator Pitch every weekend in the Mercury News
But of course, those cellphones are  ness are dlmﬂﬁ ically opposed. He 5506, Follow him at Twitter.com/ or at wiww.siliconbeat.com. Contact Peter Delevett at !
also ereating a connection, perhaps came across many valley-dwellers = mbecassidy. 408-271-3638; follow him at Twitter.com/mercwiretap.
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